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The First Nations Language
Essentials Project
A First Nations Schools Association initiative
with the following goals:
to design, develop and disseminate a
Curriculum Framework for use in First
Nations schools in BC

FNLE Level 1, 2, 3
Highlights of Levels 1 and 2:
Each level is based on a program spanning an average
school year (1 to 1 ½ hour classes per week x 9.5 months)
based on Total Physical Response (TPR), TPRS and the
Communicative Language Teaching Approaches with a
focus on everyday conversational vocabulary
Develops comprehension and beginning speaking skills.
They do not include a literacy component.

FNLE is based on:

1. TPR (James Asher Learning through Action)
2. TPRS (Storytelling)
3. Communicative Approach

Krashen’s ‘Natural Approach’
Krashen's theory emphasizes that language acquisition
occurs only when we understand what we hear or read. We
need to receive what he calls “comprehensible input.”
The best "input" to give a learner is language that is a little
over the level they have already acquired (this is often
referred to as 1+1).
Krashen points out that there is an initial "silent period"
when learners are active listening and processing new
language.

How to engage young children
in language learning?
1. Think about what children want to talk about:
a. Children have an egocentric view of the world, meaning they like to talk
about the world immediate to them and about what they find important.
Children like to talk about their likes, dislikes, what they enjoy doing and
eating, things that are happening in their immediate surroundings.
b. Keep it simple and comprehensible: Use objects that can be touched &
ideas that are familiar to them. Keep it real.
c. Emotional needs: young children are very sensitive to environment
changes and have little patience when their needs are not being met.
2. Enjoy stories with easy to understand graphics that fill in some of the details,
but not all. They have a great imagination but do better with stories that have
show opposites, such as, "the teeny tiny mouse lived in the great big house”.
3. Learning through the senses. Most young children learn best through movement
and action. Hands-on, active activities work best to keep their minds engaged.

TPR
a. Teacher models action: The teacher models the actions that
correspond to basic commands at the same time he/she is saying
them.
b. Students copy teacher: The students, in varying group sizes
(individually, by gender, by clothing, by 2's, 3's, etc.., whole
group) are called on to join the teacher in doing the actions.
c. Teacher increases complexity and recombines
vocabulary: The teacher gradually recombines the words
learned with the newly introduced words to create an endless
variety of phrases or learning chunks.
d. Students demonstrate comprehension by doing actions
without prompting

TPRS
a. Teacher TPRs new vocabulary: The teachers introduce the new
vocabulary of a story through TPR or other approaches.
b. Students practice/play with new vocabulary: The teacher involves
students in a variety of activities to help students internalize the
vocabulary.
c. Teacher introduces "chunks" of the story: The teacher introduces
small, teachable "chunks" of learning that will assist students in
understanding the larger story.
d. Teacher reads/tells/retells a simple story: The teacher introduces a
simple story with graphics and retells it in a variety of ways.
e. Students do activities based on the story: The students act out, play
games, and do group activities to help internalize the story.
f.Student create their own story: Using the vocabulary taught, the
students create their own story and present it to the class.

Communicative Approach
1. Language is used to express emotion, make contact,
articulate thoughts, and elicit a reaction from a listener.
a. Social situations: Students use the language in
meaningful ways. Learning situations that promote
transmitting information, making choices and negotiation in
a social setting are focused on.
b. Teacher as facilitator not as direct teacher: Classroom
activities are organized so that the students work as pairs and
in groups and assist each other to make meaning of language.
c. Learner-centered learning: The focus is on presenting
language tasks and situations based on the learners'
communicative needs.

What do children need in a
language program?
1. Think about what children want to talk about:
a. Children have an egocentric view of the world, meaning
they like to talk about the world immediate to them and about
what they find important. Children like to talk about their
likes, dislikes, what they enjoy doing and eating, things that
are happening in their immediate surroundings.
b. Keep it simple and comprehensible: Use objects that can
be touched & ideas that are familiar to them. Keep it real.
c. Emotional needs: young children are very sensitive to
environment changes and have little patience when their
needs are not being met.

Stories
2. Children enjoy stories with easy to
understand graphics that fill in some
of the details, but not all. They have a
great imagination but do better with
stories that have show opposites, such
as, "the teeny tiny mouse lived in the
great big house”.

Use all the Senses
3. Learning through the senses. Most
young children learn best through
movement and action. Hands-on,
active activities work best to keep
their minds engaged.

3 Core Communicative Functions based on
Practical Usage of Language

Each Unit focuses on Language Skills
Targets specific language skills, including grammar, parts of speech, phrases,
and idioms

Unit Vocabulary

Lesson Vocabulary

Unit Assessment

Language Benchmarks
Developmental
Proficiency
2
(basic survival
needs)

1.5
Memorized
Proficiency
(rehearsed
utterances)

Level 1
Level 2
Level 3

1
0.5

No Proficiency 0

Comprehension

Speaking

New Edition…

A piloting project of Levels 1 & 2 has begun
with new edits to the original publication.
All levels will integrate TPR, TPRS and the
communicative approach.

